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128 NOTE ON GIBEON, NOB, BEZEK, AND THE

ROlllan baths, might be valuable and interesting, but this is work which'
needs a fully competent engineer and architect. Iluyself am fully con-
vin~ed that the mounds at 'Ain as Sultan represent the ancient Jericho of
the Canaanites, whilst the Khirbet es Sumra remains, and the bath, fed
by an aqueduct from 'Ain es Sultan, nlark the' palaces and city built by
Herod, "higher up the valley," and called by him Phasa.elis ( Josephus,
" Wars," I, 21, § 9, as quoted in Smith's" Bible Dictionary").

The plain between the two great ruin-fields is strewn with stones,
and, as we rode across it, we every now and then canle upon indications
"f house foundations flush with the ground) and marking probably the
dwellings of the poorer people. The walls hav~ quite disappeared, but
in several places we could clearly traee the plans of several sets of roonlS.

A nlosaic pavement, marking the site probably of a church or chapel,
has been found within the enclosure of the half-way Khan of the Good
Samaritan on the way to J el'usalerJ1; and in the caves close by the
Rev. A."H. Kelk and I noticed some artificially-cut small niches, showing
that a columbarium, belonging to the garrison of the old fort on the
hill-top, had once been here.

NOTE ON GIBEON, NOB, BEZEK, AND THE HIGH-
LEVEL AQUEDUCT TO JERUSALEM.

By the .Rev. ANDREWJ. GREGG.

GIBEON is mentioned in Ezra (ii, 20) and in Nehetniah (vii, 25, &c.); in one
.called Gibeon, in the other Gibbar. Gibeon, then, was not the only nanle
by which it was called. In every instance in which Gibeon is mentioned,
Nob is not; and where Nob is mentioned, Gibeon is not. Gibeon was
one of the cities given to the priests outof the tribe of Benjamin; and
not only so, but by special treaty with Joshua the inhabitants of Gibeon
were made hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house of the
~ord.

Saul slew the Gibeonites in his zeal for the children of Israel, but of
this slaughter 110 mention is nlade in the history of Saul under the name
,of Gibeon. Mention is nlade of his smiting the" city of the priests"
with the sword, after Doeg the Edomite 'had slain the 85 priests. No
mention is made of the removal of the tabernacle and of the altar from
Shiloh to Gibeou. They were in Shiloh in the time of Eli, and in Gibeon
when Solomon sacrificed there; the removal, 'then, must have been a
,special matter with the priesthood, perhaps under Zadoc, when Shiloh
was discarded.

A passage in Isaiah (x, 32); where mention is' made of' Nob in
describing the approach of the Assyrians, is quoted, as intimating that
Nob was within sight of JeruEalem, but it was the inhabitants of Gebim
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HIGH-LEVEL AQUEDUCT· OF JERUSALEM. 129
fleeing from Jerusalem on the Assyrians' approach, and' staying that day
at Noh, on their way home north, who shook an angry hand against the
daughter of ,Jerusalem, the stronghold of Zion. Gibeon and Nob were,
I think~ the same place.

2. Bezek means lightning, and is not the name of any place. .A doni-
bezek adopted the affix in ridicule, discarding his predecessor's name of
Adonizedec, which name was a variation of lVlelchizedek, the original
King of Salem, implying the inferiority of the J ebusite king to the
royal priest of the Most High God. The word bezek is used to express
the rapid p~omptness with' which the children of Judah and Simeon
found Adonibezec when going to take possei3sion of their lot.. It is a
play upon the word, of which there are other instances in the prophet
Micah. The word is used also in describing the hurried numbering of
the people by Saul, when about to start for the relief' of the siege of
J abesh Gilead.

A Beersheba in the neighbourhood of Bethel and Gilgal is mentioned
twice in the prophet Amos (v, 5; viii, 14); this was the Beersheba where
Samuel's sons were judges, and is likely the same as Beeroth, which,
from its position, is a very probable place to have ,been their seat of
judgment, situated as it is between Ramah and Bethel and in an elevated,
prominent position. 1

3. The lu·gh-le·vel aqueduct, from the upper Pool of Solomon to J eru-
salem, ranks with Herod's great works; and the fact of Herod's conveying
water by aqueduct is certain, for that to the Frank M.ountain must have
been his.

As long as the inverted syphon of the Jerusalem aqueduct could be
kept from leaking and from being choked in the bo~tom. with deposit
from the water, the constant flow would compensate for the continual
draw upon the cisterns on the Temple Hill, made by a service of water-
carriers to 'supply Herod's ponds; Josephus mentions a gate through
which water was brought into Herod's palace. .

The reservoir discovered at the Latin School, near the. new gate, was.
high enough to give considerable force to the water for the fountains.

The engineers of Pilate's aqueduct chose a line of country. which~
afforded a continual fall for the water all the way.

I think the high-level aqueduct is to be credited to Herod, and that:
it was abandoned on account of the difficulty, or perhaps practical impos-
sibility, of keeping' the huge inverted syphon in working order.

1 On this subject aeea note by Dr. Schick in Quarterly Statement, 189B,
p. 17.-[ED.]
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